him that his wife has telephoned several times from Rome. Rather an- 
noyed, Gumbo has a call put in for her. His producer’s accountant comes 


in to tell him that the American actor who is to play the protagonist in. 


his film is waiting. The actor is asleep in an armchair, and GuIpo refrains 
from waking him. He talks to Luisa on the telephone. It is obvious that 
he does not know what to say, and feels guilty about it. Finally he asks her 
to join him. From time to time her friends’ voices cut in on their con- 
versation. 

(15) Production Office. Before going to bed, Gumbo goes into the 
room where production quarters have been set up for the film. The ac- 
countant is alone, working on his books. The walls are covered with 
sketches and photographs; on the tables there are models and rolled-up 
sketches. Guipo walks around distractedly for a moment, and leaves. 

(16) Guido’s Bedroom. In his room Guripo finds an unreal silence. 
The girl from the spa is arranging his bed. He asks her name. “CLAUDIA.” 
Dissolve: CLAUDIA and GuIDO are in bed. CLAUDIA asks GUIDO whether 
he wants her to stay with him forever. He admits, “I’m a coward.” 

(17) Carla’s Bedroom. CARLA is in bed with a high fever. GUIDO is 
helpless. CARLA is slightly delirious, and babbles about her husband, her 
will, her clothes, then falls asleep. Her childlike talk touches GUIDO; at 
the same time he is fascinated by all that soft white flesh. 

(18) School Courtyard. Recreation time in the gloomy courtyard of 
a little religious school in the country. Urchins call through the gates to 
the pupils. Even before he hears the boys’ words, little GuIDo is drawn 
to them as if by the intuition of something forbidden. He approaches them. 
The boys are going to see LA SARAGHINA. 

(19) Beach. Guibo apprehensively follows the others. Then, suddenly, 
he gives in completely to his impulse. At the end of LA SARAGHINA’s exhibi- 
tion the children flee as the school monitor approaches. He seizes GUIDO 
by the ear and hauls him off to punishment. 

(20) Broom Closet, School. Gutpo is on his knees. The floor is 
covered with kernels of corn. 

(21) Headmaster’s Office, School. Gutipo finds himself face to face 
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